Current evidence indicates that antiepileptic drugs are anti-ictal, not antiepileptic.
Despite the large number of available drugs for epilepsy, the primary function of pharmacological therapy is the suppression of seizures, rather than the elimination of their underlying etiology, i.e. an antiepileptic effect. This paper suggests methods by which drugs could be tested for antiepileptic properties and reviews whether current antiepilectic drugs (AEDs) are antiepileptic in addition to being effective for seizure suppression.